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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: New York University produces electricity (as well as heating/cooling) for approximately one half of campus demand at a high-efficiency on-campus cogeneration power plant.  The plant was upgraded and expanded in the winter of 2010-2011, and the data above reflect fuel use in the old plant, which included a mixture of fuel oil and natural gas.  The new, improved plant is much more efficient, and powered primarily using natural gas, with diesel fuel oil as a supplemental or back-up fuel only. The rest of campus (for farther-flung buildings, small buildings, etc.) electricity demand is met through the Consolidated Edison NYC electric grid, for which approximate energy type breakdowns have been estimated based on publicly-available data.  These are estimates only, as fuels used to produce grid electricity fluctuate all the time, and vary by ISO region and date.  
	Text190: NYU’s new cogeneration plant was constructed at a cost of $125 million (with some support from state NYSERDA funding), but will pay for itself well before the end of its useful life.The plant was completed in the winter of 2010-11, and now provides heat and/or electricity to 40 NYU buildings. It produces twice the power of the old facility and yields a 23% decrease in greenhouse gas emissions campus-wide, while cutting EPA Criteria Air Pollutants by 68%.
	Text191: 100
	Text192: Of the new construction or major renovation projects begun since 2008, all have received or are applying for LEED certification at or above the Silver level.  NYU has committed to certifying new construction or major renovation projects going forward.  Recent projects include one LEED gold-certified project completed (Gallatin:http://www.nyu.edu/gallatin/leed/), and 1 project that is expected to receive LEED Platinum certification (Wilf Hall: http://blogs.law.nyu.edu/magazine/2010/an-illustrated-guide-to-wilf-hall/), as well as three more expected to achieve LEED Gold or Silver.This figure does not include the small number of projects in 2006-2007 (still within the last five years) that would have been built to LEED-equivalent standards but without pursuing certification, prior to the university's establishment of a standard protocol.
	Text193: 0
	Text194: Campus landscaping is designed for minimal input of irrigation, using xeriscaping techniques or high-efficiency, low-flow irrigation methods.  NYU's hyper-urban campus has relatively little landscaped or open space when compared with peer institutions.   
	Text195: >90
	Text196: 99% of screw-in fixtures are compact flourescent, and 90% of linear flourescents are high-efficiency bulbs and ballasts. NYU has installed over 4,000 PIR wall-switch mounted lighting sensors, and implementation is ongoing. The University has installed LED lights in situations where access, durability, or dimmability are crucial factors in lighting selection. It has done this in several lighting projects in different locations.  Having replaced T-12 lighting ballasts with T-8s in most cases, the University is now moving to the next level in efficiency, utilizing T-5 ballasts.  
	Text197: >95
	Text198: All appliances are expected to be Energy-Star rated, as written in the Environmental Purchasing Standards and Guidelines.  These appliances are available through web-based university purchasing systems, and non-compliant models are thus difficult to purchase.  In a decentralized and large university with more than 4000 staff authorized to make purchases, it is assumed that there may remain a few small noncompliant areas.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 28
	Text202: NYU has installed smart energy meters in all buildings, is actively engaged in a program of audits and recommissioning, performance benchmarking, and a consistent trend of energy reduction through efficiency and conservation retrofits that has yielded a 28%+ cut in actual energy use and greenhouse gas emissions from buildings in less than four years -- without including an additional 20%+ reduction in GHGs from the new cogeneration power plant which has come online in 2011. See the Climate Action Plan for details about our projects to reduce energy consumption in existing (and new) buildings: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/pdf/capreport10.pdf
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100%
	Text206: As part of a campus-wide program, NYU has performed lighting audits and upgrades in over 40 buildings. This saves over 1.7 million kWh per year while providing improved lighting conditions for NYU students, faculty, and staff. Examples of measures performed include high-performance T5 and T8 lighting, compact fluorescent bulbs, and LED lighting.NYU has installed more than 90 smart meters in buildings, yielding realtime demand and total consumption data in an automated, digitally-accessible format; this information is shared with leadership, all building managers and the public via a web portal.  All large buildings are covered by the meters, representing the majority of electricity consumption; remaining buildings' data are tracked via billing records, and this information is reviewed and shared to identify opportunities for savings.  Per NYC Local Law 84, in 2011 all large NYU buildings (more than 75 properties) have been modeled and benchmarked using the EPA Energy Star Portfolio Manager, and this tool is further deepening our understanding of underperforming buildings and opportunities to save energy and further reduce emissions.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 100
	Text210: Water data are currently tracked via billing records, and these are used to regularly review consumption, note irregularities or leaks, and pursue opportunities to cut consumption. These efforts may have reduced water use by as much as 20% in the past two years. In the immediate future, better data will become available, thanks to a program to install Automated Meter Readers (AMRs) and access water records digitally; more than 60% of the campus has been remetered under the program, with implementation to continue and hopefully complete this year.  Efforts in the past year and a half, such as comprehensive low-flow showerhead and sink aerator retrofits in dormitories housing 12,000 students, are estimated to have reduced demand by approximately 90 million gallons of water annually!
	Text211: 30
	Text212: Most of NYU's current more sustainable food ingredients are local in origin (29.9% of all expenditures), and much of this is also organic or otherwise third-party certified. Local "origin" or "production" was the test for food expenditures -- local-based "distribution" as part of products' life cycles was not factored toward NYU's fulfillment of these criteria. Added value products such as baked goods were considered local if produced (e.g. baked, canned, etc.) within 250 miles; primary ingredients such as produce and meat were considered local if they were produced (e.g. processed, grown, raised) within 250 miles. 
	Text213: >10
	Text214: NYU Dining Services purchases from Hudson Valley dairy -- a local, organic dairy farm. All coffee and tea is Fair Trade and organic, and all shell eggs are cage-free. All cheese and meats are antibiotic-free.At Hayden dining hall, the pilot location for sustainable dining initiatives, ingredients included 50% locally-produced baked goods, 39% local dairy products, and 34% local produce.Separate data on organic, Fair Trade and other third-party-certified food purchases are being compiled in spring and summer 2011.
	Text215: More than 60% of seafood in Hayden Dining Hall is certified through the MBA Seafood Watch Program. University-wide, a substantial portion of seafood is Marine Stewardship Council certified. 
	Text216: All meats at NYU are antibiotic-free. At the Hayden dining hall, many meats are organic, free-range, grass-fed, cage-free, or Humane-certified.  In some circumstances, meat portions have been reduced to accommodate lower-carbon meal planning.  NYU has been recognized PETA for many years running as one of the 10 most vegetarian- and vegan-friendly schools in the United States, and these meals are available alongside meat portions in all circumstances.  NYU serves more than 10,000 student cafeteria meals per day.NYU is also a development partner and beta tester of the Clean-Air, Cool-Planet CHEFS tool, the first nation-wide, data-driven carbon calculator for institutional food procurement systems -- and is working to advance the science of greenhouse gas emissions measurement and planning for dining halls nationwide.  
	Text217: Yes, all thirteen dining halls have vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal. More information available here: http://www.schooldish.com/en-US/CSE/NYU/DiningConsciousness/DiningConsciousness.htmNYU has been featured every year by PETA as a top-ten US university for supporting vegan and vegetarian meals in dining.  
	Text218: There have been extensive efforts to reduce bottled water distribution and consumption on campus. In dining halls, water bottles have been removed as an included (e.g. "free") option as part of the meal plan. Filtered water stations have replaced them, for those who want non-chlorinated, cold, etc. water instead of tap. Reusable water bottles are also being sold at the dining halls, as well as in the NYU Bookstore, in order to displace independently-purchased bottled water.  1000s of these NYUGreen-branded reusable bottles have been given for free to students and staff/faculty.  To provide an academic foundation and basis for the culture of water consumption and quality of water on campus, PhD candidate Max Liboiron conducted "H2O4U," a qualitative research study and Green Grant. The report concluded, among other findings, that NYU consumes the equivalent of one million bottles of water a month. Only 65% of the population drinks 91% of NYU's bottled water, and neither water quality nor convenience (the ease of buying, carrying, and throwing away a disposable container) are significant reasons for choosing bottled over tap water. Instead habit, availability (the presence of bottled water for sale or for free), and aesthetics (taste and clarity) motivated bottled water consumption. The Operations division (hundreds of employees) banned bottled water for non-emergency purposes and provided all staff with a reusable water bottle.  More than half of university administrative accounts purchasing 5-gallon "water coolers" have been replaced with tap or tap plumbed-in water "filter-coolers" in the past 18 months, led by NYU's distributed network of 200 "Sustainability Advocate" volunteers among staff in dozens of campus buildings.  Based on analysis of water bottles in recycling and trash waste streams in waste characterization studies in 2007-08 and again in 2010-11, the number of disposable plastic bottles has plummeted at NYU -- this sample indicated a sharp drop which may conservatively be estimated between 20% and 50% lower, avoiding disposal of hundreds of thousands of individual bottles annually.  
	Text219: Two Green Grant-funded projects created organic gardens on campus: "Grow, Cook, Eat, Learn," and "The Community Agriculture Club." The Community Agriculture Club grew from several dozen to more than 200 student members in 2010-2011!Another Green Grant-funded project, Kimmel Herblamania involves staff members at the Kimmel building, one of the largest buildings at NYU, growing vegetables in containers. 
	Text220: Environmental Studies major and minor, Graduate program in Bioethics, Certificate in Sustainable Design, Construction, and Development, Masters in Global Affairs with Energy Policy concentration, LL.M in Environmental Law, Environmental Conservation Education, Masters in Urban Planning.  Environmental Studies has grown from 35 students in its first year (2007) to 200+ today, and has doubled environment-focused faculty on campus in that time.  
	Text221: Polytechnic Institute at NYU -- Sustainability Leadership certificateSchack Institute of Real Estate -- Certificate in Sustainable Design, Construction, and Development with seven coursesEnvironmental Studies - has a "Science" track which has several courses in this field, including climate change, renewable energy, and environmental measurement
	Text222: As there are a range of departments offering sustainability / environmental courses, the NYU Sustainability Office has compiled a list, broken down by school / department: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/academics.research/course.listing.htmlFurthermore, NYU submitted to the STARS reporting tool in January 2010, and the sustainability course inventory is available as a downloadable spreadsheet: https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/new-york-university-ny/report/2011-01-31/1/3/15/
	Text223: Dale Jamieson (Director of Environmental Studies): Laurence R. Rockefeller Visiting Professor for Distinguished Teaching, Princeton; Authored several books and articles; recently presented at UNESCO Climate Change and Ethics Conference. (http://environment.as.nyu.edu/object/dalejamieson.html)Rae Zimmerman (Professor of Planning and Public Administration): Director of the Institute for Civil Infrastructure Systems (ICIS); Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science; Extensive and on-going research on environmental quality, environmental health risk management, and urban infrastructure in the context of the quality of life in cities. (http://wagner.nyu.edu/zimmerman)Tyler Volk (Acting Director of Environmental Studies; Science Director); Three NASA Summer Faculty Fellowships. (http://environment.as.nyu.edu/object/TylerVolk.html)Anne Rademacher (Director of Social and Cultural Analysis; Professor of Environmental Studies): Golden Dozen Teaching Award, NYU; Hunt Postdoctoral Fellowship; On-going research on urban sustainability issues in Asia. (http://environment.as.nyu.edu/object/AnneRademacher)Colin Jerolmack (Professor of Sociology and Environmental Studies): Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Scholar, Harvard; Research in urban communities and environmental sociology. (http://sociology.as.nyu.edu/object/colinjerolmack)
	Text224: Center for the Sustainable Built Environment: Part of the Schack Institute of Real Estate, founded in Spring 2010, in order to foster research, education, and outreach in bridging the gap between theory and practice in sustainable building practices. http://www.scps.nyu.edu/sbe/The NYC Accelerator for a Clean and Renewable Energy Economy (NYC ACRE), funded by a $1.6 million grant from New York State Energy and Research Development Authority (NYSERDA) to NYU's Polytechnic Institute.
	Text225: All NYU students in the College of Arts and Sciences are required to take two Natural Science courses, one of which offered is Energy and Environment, listed in the Environmental Studies department. 
	Text226: 40
	Text227: NYU’s Office of the University Registrar provided information regarding departments and the courses they offer. The Office of Sustainability reached out on a departmental basis to identify which departments offer at least one sustainability-related or –focused course.These departments may incorporate a variety of programs, institutes, centers and other academic units under their umbrellas. At NYU, an academic "department" differs from a subcategorical "program" or other unit in that it is tenure-granting, can anchor new curricula or degree programs, and serves other research-based functions.More information available here:https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/new-york-university-ny/report/2011-01-31/1/3/17/
	Text228: The Sustainability Task Force Food, Purchasing, and Waste Working Group developed a comprehensive Environmental Purchasing Guide and proposed recommended content for an Environmental Purchasing Policy. A majority of these recommendations have since been adopted by the University, housed under the "Environmental Purchasing Standards and Guidelines" by Administrative Services, available on their website. These standards cover recycled paper, electronics and computers, printers and cartridges, water filter-coolers, and more.  
	Text229: 80
	Text230: This number has nearly doubled since 2007-08, and increased 20% in the last year thanks to leadership and compliance-monitoring by Purchasing Services and the Sustainability Task Force.  
	Text231: NYU independently selects and procures paper brands and vendors, and in practice all university recycled-content paper meets or exceeds FSC standards. It is mandated that purchasers procure a minimum of 30% post-consumer recycled paper content for all uses of paper products, including but not limited to daily print jobs, flyers, letters, presentation outlines, and syllabi. While 30% post-consumer recycled paper content is what is mandated by the University, 100% post-consumer recycled content is preferable. All administrative areas are instructed to use exclusively 30% or higher post-consumer content paper. Compliance is imperfect, but the proportion of recycled paper is rising annually. 
	Text232: All appliances and electronic equipment are expected to have the US EPA Energy Star approval. many if not most of them are fulfilling EPEAT standards, but this has not been comprehensively evaluated using raw procurement data.  More information is available in the Environmental Purchasing Guide: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/links.resources/tools.guides/purchasing.guide.html
	Text233: The University has Staples as a preferred vendor / supplier, and is continually working with them to minimise packaging. Additionally, Grainger and Dell are large University suppliers that have waste-minimization initiatives. 
	Text234: We have included verified clauses for Energy Star vending machines in NYU's vending contract (~200 machines, which also use energy-saving Vending Misers), as well as Energy Star washing machines with the firm that leases and repairs the machines in residence halls. Our contract with Dell computers supplies NYU's thousands of administrative staff with Energy Star compliant desktops, monitors, and computing equipment. NYU has developed a comprehensive and continually revised and expanded Energy and Water Standards which cover efficiency in every area, mandating Energy Star wherever the standard applies. http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/pdf/energy_water_guidelines_10.pdf
	Text235: NYU’s central location in New York City offers access to one of the mostcomprehensive public transportation systems in the world. The small university-owned vehicle fleet and contracted shuttle bus fleet supplement this extensive public infrastructure.NYU has a very unusually low number of institution-owned vehicles for a university of its size and scale -- approximately 1 per 1,000 students.University-owned vehicles are in most cases only used lightly and locally. Eleven Public Safety vehicles and 9 Athletics Department vans are used somewhat more frequently.The University additionally contracts with a private vendor to operate a fleet of leased shuttle buses and SafeRide vans. The current fleet includes 10 shuttle buses, 2 shuttle trolleys, and 8 SafeRide vans. All of these vehicles are used heavily over their lifespans, running on several routes in lower Manhattan.  Transportation Services recently signed a new contract which will replace the shuttle fleet with hybrid-electric diesel buses at a rate of 1 per year until the entire fleet is transitioned over; the first of these vehicles were brought into service this year, 18 months early.  
	Text236: 10
	Text237: The bus routes were reduced by 20% in FY 2010 to eliminate redundancies with MTA routes, reduce costs and avoid greenhouse gas emissions. A new fleet contract in 2010 includes a provision to replace the 10 shuttle buses, 1 per year, with substantially higher-efficiency hybrid-electric buses.  Only one is in service so far, with that figure to increase by at least 1 per year.Of the less-heavily-used administrative vehicle fleet, 8 or more of the ~60 campus vehicles are small electric plug-in GEM cars.  
	Text238: The NYU Bike Share -- The Bike Share provides free short-term bicycle rentals to NYU students, faculty, and staff. The program was proposed and developed by a student-led Green Grant team, with funding, organizational and planning support from the NYU Office of Sustainability. It's founded on the idea that bicycling can be a safe, healthy, sustainable, and fun way to get around New York City. The Bike Share seeks to lower the barriers to entry (such as cost and inexperience) that prospective cyclists face at NYU.The program has launched and was in a pilot phase during Summer 2010. The program brought in more than 500 members within the first 6 months. In April 2011 NYU launched a new, comprehensive Biking information and resource website:http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/campus.projects/biking/NYU has increased bike parking, rack and other storage spaces on campus by 50% in the past 12 months, and is planning another round of bike rack installations in summer 2011.  
	Text239: NYU offers public transportation commuting expense reimbursement accounts that enable all employees to use pre-tax dollars to fund public transit, dramatically cutting the costs of green transportation options for thousands of administrators and faculty.  The University's shuttle bus system is free for all students, faculty, and staff.
	Text240: 1.13
	Text241: 
	Text242: 5.09
	Text243: As one of the most urban campuses in the country, NYU is very well-served by NYC public transit. More than 75% of employees and more than 50% of students use a campus shuttle or public transportation to get to campus.  Nearly all other students and most other faculty/staff walk or bike!More information available here: https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/new-york-university-ny/report/2011-01-31/#ec_2_14
	Text244: 31%
	Text245: The University has a pace-setting and innovative recycling program which dramatically outperforms the public NYC program in spite of NYC-specific challenges on a hyperurban and non-distinct "city campus". Cans, bottles, and all paper are recycled through a new single-stream, diversion-rate-enhancing program. Bulk waste is sent to a special facility for sorting and recycling. Construction and demolition wastes are sent to special facilities for materials reclamation, and this has become a standardized practice as part of NYU's commitment to LEED for green building.NYU captures technoscrap and manages hazardous wastes in full compliance with all local laws. 
	Text246: The university has implemented new and improved Mixed Recycling system, allowing all recyclable items – paper, glass, aluminum, cardboard – to be disposed of in one labeled bin.  Goods are later sorted in a new, cutting-edge materials recovery facility. To make this system even easier to understand all bins on campus are being relabeled. Additionally, the expansion of the Technoscrap collection program includes new bins that take Ink and toner cartridges, batteries, jewel cases, video tapes, cassettes, diskettes, CDs, DVDs and all type of cables and wires/wiring.  These new and improved brown Technotrash bins also come with automatic weekly pick up service, instead of the previous system through which clients had to call for a pick-up.A pilot program at the Business School to pair all trash bins with recycling bins and remove all bins from classrooms resulted in a measured increase of 168% in the recycling diversion rate.
	Text247: NYU does not have large intercollegiate sporting events. However, large schedule events such as Commencement do offer plenty of recycling in all cases.  NYU's Graduation event in May 2011 is being planned as the university's most ambitious "zero-waste" event to date, with reduced handouts, compostable disposable goods, volunteers at bins to instruct in proper use, and more!
	Text248: Campus dining locations, which serve 10,000 meals daily, compost pre-consumer food scraps and some food waste. This is supplemented by a small stream of compostable landscaping waste. Producing many tons of compost per year, NYU is thought to be the largest single composter in Manhattan. Composting has also been made available in a few residence halls. The Law School's residence halls have composting programmes. More information is available here:http://www.law.nyu.edu/housing/oncampushousing/greenliving/Compost/index.htmA coalition of student groups have drafted a plan for expanded residence hall composting for 2011.  NYU's compost is delivered to an organic farm in upstate NY and utilized to create rich soil for agricultural use. 
	Text249: NYU Recycling has diversion rate goals as part of its performance metrics, with the expectation of improvement every year. Recycling is continually being expanded to include new waste streams (most recently, organic waste, technoscrap, and e-waste).The Sustainability Task Force and NYU Recycling are drafting a Waste Reduction Action Plan: Beyond Waste report in 2011.More information available here: http://www.nyu.edu/fcm/recycling/
	Text250: The NYU Residential Life and Housing Service, NYU FCM, and NYU Sustainability Task Force co-host a program called Green Apple Move Out to reduce residence hall move-out waste. Items collected include un-needed items such as clothes, bedding, small appliances, books, and un-opened non-perishable food. In previous years, over 70 tons of goods have been diverted from the landfill. GAMO will be taking place again this year. NYU's Asset Management department also redistributes discarded administrative goods among departments and offices, and donates the goods that aren't claimed to non-profit organisations. More than 1000 items per year are recycled in this way. More information available here: http://www.nyu.edu/asset/Restricted/newsurpluspage.html
	Text251: The President of the University signed the American College and University President's Climate Commitment in 2007, signifying a dedication to taking steps toward a climate-neutral campus by 2040. Additionally, the Sustainability Task Force has integration of multiple stakeholders at the heart of it infrastructure, embedding and reinforcing sustainability as a core principle among students, faculty, staff, and University leadership. 
	Text252: The Sustainability Office is part of the Operations division of the University, led by a Manager of Sustainable Initiatives who reports to Assistant Vice President for Strategic Initiatives & Communication. The Office works with the Director of Energy and Sustainability -- who reports to the Assistant Vice President for Sustainability, Energy and Technical Services, along with a Recycling Coordinator, Sustainable Resources Manager, and the Supervisor of Sustainable Landscaping at the NYU Garden Shop. Student employees -- both undergraduate and graduate -- are integral to developing and carrying out the Sustainability Office's projects. More information available here: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/about.sustainability/who.htmlIn addition to the Sustainability Office, the University also has the Sustainability Task Force, an advisory body comprised of over 70 students, faculty, and staff asked with developing recommendations for new policies and practices that improve NYU's environmental performance and foster a campus culture of sustainability. The working groups -- each with one student and one staff or faculty co-chairs -- consist of Energy and Water, Transportation and Recycling; Food, Purchasing, and Waste; Outreach and Engagement; Green Building and Campus Planning, Environmental Assessment, Academic Initiatives, Green Grants, and a Steering Committee. More information available here: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/campus.projects/task.force/
	Text253: 
	Text254: NYU’s Climate Action Plan (CAP) is a comprehensive framework which baselines current greenhouse gas emissions and existing educational programs focused on climate change, then benchmarks against this to measure ongoing carbon footprint reductions and new efforts to engage the campus community in environmental literacy.The CAP includes 100 pages of detail about our approach to reducing the greenhouse gas emissions associated with our campus, as well as fostering a campus culture of sustainability: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/pdf/capreport10.pdf
	Text255: The greenhouse gas inventory has been conducted and can be reviewed in the Climate Action Plan: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/pdf/capreport10.pdfThis inventory is maintained continually, with new sources included each year and shared publicly through the ACUPCC, Sustainability Website, STARS and other methods.  
	Text256: Prior to the recent completion of a new cogeneration power plant this winter, NYU had already reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 25% in less than four years, from a peak of 179,000 MTCE in 2006 to 125,000 MTCE in 2010. With the efficient new plant, NYU’s total emissions have dropped approximately 20% more, to about ~98,500 MTCE in 2011. In so doing the university exceeded Mayor Bloomberg’s Challenge to Universities, achieving a total cut of ~40% and fulfilling the Mayor’s ten-year Challenge in just four years.  NYU is not familiar with any urban university in the United States that has achieved cuts of this scope and scale in such a short time.NYU is ahead of schedule in pursuit of a 2040 zero-emission goal under the ACUPCC.  
	Text257: NYU has a private endowment fund, and only standard publicly-reported or legal information is available. 
	Text258: 
	Text259: NYU does not have a formal policy that restricts or prohibits investments in fossil fuels.  
	Text260: 
	Text261: 
	Text262: Two students -- Michael Sandmel and Steven Rasovsky -- were awarded the highly competitive federal Udall Scholarship for 2011. Another student, Zachary Davidson, was recognized with a prestigious Udall Honorable Mention. Only a handful of universities have achieved two awardees and a third HM in a single year. Five NYU students have been awarded the Udall in the past five years, also a rare accomplishment.Two students, Ashwini Srinivasamohan and Steven Rasovsky, have presented at two different international conferences in October 2010 -- Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (Denver, CO) and the Northeast Campus Sustainability Consortium (Montreal, Canada) -- on their efforts to bring sustainability initiatives to the University's study abroad sites. 
	Text263: 
	Text264: As one of the largest employers and occupiers of real estate in New York City, with a hyper-urban campus community of more than 50,000 people, NYU does not have a "campus" separate from the urban fabric of NYC. Our main public green space is the NYC-owned 40-acre Washington Square Park, as well as a few other small pockets of open or green space for gathering. Although we do not have "land" to perserve, we have found ways to use the small about land that we do have to foster ecological literacy. The NYU Garden Shop maintains, designs, and installs gardens around campus. In addition, the Garden Shop has undertaken an initiative to bring to light plant biodiversity, by featuring a plant each week on the NYU Today website. More information available here: http://www.nyu.edu/fcm/gardenshop.htmFurthermore, a mated pair of red-tailed hawks began building a nest in late March on the top floor of Bobst library -- on the window ledge of NYU President John Sexton's office. NYU in collaboration with the New York Times placed a webcam just inside the window, and faculty members have been using this opportunity as a pedagogical tool. More info on the hawks available here:Hawk Cam on NYU Sustainability's website: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/hawksor  on the NYTimes City Room Blog:http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/04/06/hawk-cam-live-from-the-nest/NYTimes article on Bobby and Violet: http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/04/06/hawk-cam-watching-bobby-and-violet/#more-294793
	Text265: Our janitorial contract stipulates Green Seal and/or Ecologo certified cleaning products. Indoor air quality provisions are embedded throughout the Environmental Health and Safety Policies: http://www.nyu.edu/ehs/programs/air.quality.html
	Text266: NYU's Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development offers a Master's in Environmental Conservation Education, which  integrates fieldwork in ecology as part of the program. More information available here: http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/teachlearn/environmental/ NYU's Green Grants program also funded an annual NYU student Outdoor Environmental Leadership Program through the Office of Student Activities.NYU formally supported the No Child Left Inside bill for outdoor education funding and government support.
	Text267: NYU has funded two Green Grants for recurring programs, giving students compelling educational access to the outdoors beyond our metropolis:-- The "Outdoor Environmental Leadership Program" - Led by the Office of Student Activities, this program engages students in leadership training through hiking, camping and other experiences.Additionally, NYU's Steinhardt school offered Environmental Conservation Education  - "Field Studies in Private Land Conservation" - This program exposes students to outdoor private-partnership conservation preserves, as well as their stewardship organisations. Students have a unique opportunity to gain first-hand insight about the legal, social, and ecological benefits of this approach. 
	Text268: - NYU’s new cogeneration plant was constructed at a cost of $125 million (with some support from state NYSERDA funding), but will pay for itself well before the end of its useful life.  The plant was completed in the winter of 2010-11, and now provides heat and/or electricity to 40 NYU buildings.  At 13.8 megawatts, it produces twice the power of the old facility and yields a 23% decrease in greenhouse gas emissions campuswide, while cutting EPA Criteria Air Pollutants (e.g. NOx, SOx, PM-10) by 68%. The new plant will generate almost 85 million kWh of electricity annually, and it avoids the combustion of 500,000 gallons of fuel oil and 280,000 therms of natural gas per year by providing more campus buildings with efficient heating/cooling. More info available here: http://www.nyu.edu/construction/cogen/- The Animal Studies Initiative received a $1 million gift from Bradley Goldberg in September 2010, and has developed an Animal Studies minor in order to support interdisciplinary research in the field. More information available here:http://www.nyu.edu/about/news-publications/news/2010/09/23/nyu-creates-animal-studies-initiative-to-support-interdisciplinary-research-coursework-in-emerging-academic-field.htmlhttp://animalstudies.as.nyu.edu/page/home- In July 2010, NYU successfully launched its campus-wide Bike Share program, which has grown to include over 500 members and bikes at eight different residence halls, from where members can check them out after receiving a one-time info and safety training session. More information available here:http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/campus.projects/bike.share/- Several Green Grant-funded research initiatives have been completed, including the following:-  An NYU Stern School of Business MBA student's Green Grant -- Stern Centralised Recycling Pilot Project -- moved all trash cans from classrooms in the primary academic building for Stern School of Business, and placed them in public areas, paired with single-stream recycling receptacles. Following this change the average weight of recycled material went from 22.99 pounds per day to 63.90 pounds per day, an increase of 178%. Additional outcomes included, an estimated decrease of 50% less trash left on floors and tables in classrooms; a reduction in the amount of time required for cleaning staff to service the affected floors, and a reduction in student confusion with the wall-mounted receptacles that are always in the same place.- "TERRE: Technical Education Reusing and Repurposing E-waste," an NYU Green Grant led by student Ed Bear, diverted electronic waste from three buildings on campus and used it as raw material to run two educational workshops on electronic construction. Within the short span of the program (approx. one year), Bear collected at least 2,061 individual electronic components, 25 devices and over 100 feet of wire. A conservative estimate puts the market values of the devices at over $5,000. The waste stream audit suggests the flow of surplus electronics is enough to sustain an expanded science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education program.- The Integrated Renewable Energy Generation, Storage, and Monitoring Pilot Project, led by Associate Professor Tom Igoe of NYU, has completed the terms of its grant as of April 2011. It is a successful example of a Green Grant becoming a regular part of NYU curriculum in the Interactive Telecommunications Program (ITP). Initially, the grant focused on integrating the data from the solar panel already on the roof of one of the campus buildings into ITP courses. The live data from the panel came online during the Spring 2010 semester. Future ITP classes will look at this as an in-house example of energy data logging and an opportunity for visualization. The grant provided a variety of small-scale photovoltaic (PV) kits for students to use in several ITP classes, in GreenFab labs (an NSF funded partnership between ITP, Vision Education and Media, Sustainable South Bronx, and the Bronx Guild High School), and for all 230 registered ITP students on a sign-out basis. As of Fall 2010, approximately 124 people have used the kits, including 30 Bronx High School students. Additional Links: Sustainable Energy class syllabus; example of student project; Solar Design for Development class syllabus.More info available here: http://www.nyu.edu/sustainability/campus.projects/green.grants.php
	Text269: - Outside of operational and public engagement efforts lies the broad pedagogical motives of higher education.  NYU’s academic efforts in climate and sustainability have grown dramatically in a short span of time.  The Environmental Studies Program, launched in 2007 at the same time as the Task Force, has doubled its core faculty and grown from 35 to 200 students in 3 years.  Since signing the ACUPCC, NYU has also sent faculty members to the AASHE curricular development leadership seminar, and these faculty are now developing new curricular and teaching workshops to support other professors in heeding the ACUPCC Call to Action. Green Grants have been used to support academic projects as well – including Professor David Holland’s climate and weather monitoring research in NYC and Greenland; and development of a new course curriculum for the Psychology of Climate Change, which was taught twice this year as a result of the funding support.- NYU serves as a model for other institutions that are aspiring to reduce their emissions by ensuring that its initiatives are transparent, accountable, and usable as case studies. By participating in the ACUPCC and AASHE’s STARS rating system, as well as pilot-testing and helping develop of Clean Air Cool Planet’s Charting Emissions from Food Services (CA-CP CHEFS) “foodprint” tool, NYU is holding itself accountable to all goals, and effectively sharing its successes and learning experiences with the world.  - Extending beyond student programming, staff are encouraged to join the Sustainability Advocates Program (SAP), a training program for employees to coordinate efforts to save resources and educate their colleagues in offices throughout campus. More than 180 Sustainability Advocates have been trained and are greening NYU’s 12 million square feet of building space. NYU’s efforts in collaboration with these Sustainability Advocates have helped the university participate in a curtailment program with Con Edison, reducing power usage during high-demand hours and helping to avoid the need for dirty “peaking” power plants near NYC. 


